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Abstract

Xiangshan wetland, located west coast of Taiwan, is constituted by beach and
estuary mudflats in the early. Mangroves are planted artificially in succession
since 1958, as hydrological environment is suitable for their growth, making it
appear vast mangrove ecosystem. Mangrove ecosystem and the original
Xiangshan wetland ecological environment are conflicted , not only changed
many native species of living space on the beach, but also lead into some
environmental health problems, for example the estuary blocking, garbage
piled and mosquitoes breeding etc. in recent years.

The Meishan clear zone scheduled to clear an area of five hectares this year
(2014). Mangrove plants in this zone are shifted from Mangrove Avicennia
marina (Forsk.) Vierh.Capsule in the north of this zone (fishing pond) with the
northeast monsoon and the tides about 2006. Preventing further expansion
of forest, mangrove plants should be cleared before their fertility is formed.
According to our record, passive removing young seedling annually could
prevent the extensive expansion of forest so far. In the positive way, we need
to find a method to block the seed dispersion from seed source in the future.
The maintenance actions include remove the seedling is the crucial part of
wildlife protection area management; it will constrain the mangrove forest
cover range at present.

If mangroves in the Xiangshan wetland isn't done thinning and management
early, over time, not only the area of mangroves zone will be expanded, but
also the plants will be grown stout and tall, then, it's not just rising the cost of
clearing it, but other negative effects they bring also will worsen. According to
the cleanup reports and the author's field observations over the years, the
habitat and living creature can gradually return in two to three years after
mangroves clearing, which shows the clearing of mangroves in Xiangshan
wetland will bring macro and specific benefits for overall landscape,
eco-tourism and maintenance of biodiversity.
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