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Abstract

Today, Taiwan's west coast estuaries are almost entirely occupied by extensive mangrove forests. On
the surface, mangroves seem to transform previously "barren" areas into vibrant and lush ecosystems
filled with life. However, does this so-called "barren" land actually harbor unique species? Could it be
that certain rare and valuable organisms, such as Taiwan fiddler crabs, sea blites, and horseshoe crabs,
thrive in these challenging environments because other species cannot survive there? Without careful
evaluation and research, no one can be certain. Therefore, any actions that alter or disrupt the original
ecosystem must be prohibited in advance. If we arbitrarily modify habitats based on singular
perspectives or personal preferences, such as favoring mangroves, Taiwan's coasts may one day consist
solely of mangrove forests. In such a scenario, we might only see "common" mangrove plants and
animals while losing the opportunity to appreciate a diverse range of other species. In recent years, the
negative impacts of mangroves have gradually come to light, garnering increasing attention. This
demonstrates the foresight of the Hsinchu City Government in implementing proper management and

restoration of mangroves.

Between 2007 and 2021, the mangrove area in the Xiangshan Wetland was reduced from 141 hectares
to less than 8 hectares. To maintain the restoration results, annual maintenance and management are
required. This project will oversee all 167 hectares of the area, using manual inspection and clearance
methods to effectively curb mangrove expansion in the Xiangshan Wetland. Residents have reported
1ssues such as mangroves accumulating waste and fostering mosquitoes and flies that bite visitors,
which will be continuously improved through these efforts. Ultimately, the restoration aims to return
the Xiangshan Wetland to its original habitat, enabling the unique Taiwan fiddler crab population to
sustainably thrive in the area and ensuring biodiversity. This will also restore residents' access to the
coastline, remove the visual barriers caused by mangroves, and allow closer observation of crabs and

migratory birds, benefiting both tourism promotion and environmental appreciation.
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